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Testimony About Dartmouth/Westport Native Americans

In Legislative Records

Documents Printed by Order of the House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, During The Sessions of the General Court,
A.D. 1861. Boston: William White, Printer to the State. 1861. House No. 216.
Dartmouth Indian Land Claim. Second Special Report of John Milton Earle,
Commissioner...to the Governor and Council.

”This case is founded on a claim made by certain descendants of the Dartmouth
Indians to extensive tracts of land in the towns of Dartmouth and Westport,
embracing the whole, or a considerable portion, of eight farms in those towns...

The complainants, Rodney Wainer, Asa F. Wainer and others, claim, as heirs of
the Dartmouth Indians, two tracts of land, one of them bordering on both sides of
Slocomb’s river in Dartmouth, and extending up and down the same, about three
miles, and the other tract, on the west side of West(Acoaxet)River in Westport,
forme(r)ly owned, occupied, and possessed by said indians, the title whereof, as
they affirm, has never been sold, transferred, or alienated, by them or their
ancestors, and the possession of which they now claim by right of hereditary
descent. On their complaint a citation was issued, returnable at a public hearing
to be holden at the court house in New Bedford on Friday the fifth day of August,
1859, and due service thereof was made on Samuel Barker, Nathaniel Gifford, Otis
Slocomb, and John Wing, of Dartmouth, the alleged occupants of the tract
situated in that town, and on Ellery Manchester, Elisha Peckham, and Samuel
Brightman, of Westport, and John Dyer, of Little Compton, in the State of Rhode
Island, the alleged occupants of the tract in Westport.

Robinson, counsel for the claimants, after stating the nature of their claim,
proceeded to put in the evidence on their behalf, commencing with:



I, Marlborough Wood, of Dartmouth...depose...that | am ninety-one years of age
last February, and have always resided in the town of Dartmouth from infancy,
having been born here. In childhood and youth | knew large numbers of Indians,
who occupied lands in this town. On both sides of Slocomb’s River great
numbers resided, had their wigwams, and improved their lands as cornfields,
hunting and fishing grounds. From nearly a mile south of Otis Slocomb’s house
up to north of Samuel barker’s all along the shore on the west side of the river,
they lived, had their wigwams and burial-grounds, none of which were ever
enclosed by them. On samuel Barker’s farm was the orchard of “Nehemiah Abel,”
the Indian minister, and his residence, which place | frequently visited. Nehemiah,
| remember well. He was distinguished as an Indian minister, and his place was
much visited. They(the Indians)came once a year to his place from the Vineyard
and other places, to hold a sacrament.

Asa F. Wainer’s grandfather, Michael Wainer, lived and owned the place where Mr.
Charles Tucker’s house stands. His dwelling was on the same place.

John Wainer’s grandfather lived, occupied and owned the land on the west side
of West River, in Westport. | was quite an old man, and had been married some
time, when he died. He occupied the land till his death.

(taken August 29, 1859).

I, Samuel Wilcox, of Westport, depose and say: | am eighty-eight years of age last
October. | was born and have always lived in this town. | knew in my early years
of Indian lands and Indians occupying them, in Dartmouth, from north of Samuel
Barker’s, all along the shore, including two burial-grounds. Particularly do |
remember Nehemiah’s place--his orchard and farm; from his orchard have | taken
apples. He was celebrated as an Indian minister. The place now occupied by John
Wing, the north part of which was an Indian settlement called “Quanachee.” This
was within my memory. (Taken August 29, 1859).

Mary Knobbs--1 was born in Westport. | am of Indian descent. My grandmother
was Naomi Abel, and my great-grandmother was Alice Quance. Alice was a pure
Indian, and spoke the Indian language. They lived to the westward of John
Wing’s. My grandmother and great-grandmother lived a mile or a mile and a half
to the north-west of Slocomb’s River.

Cross-examined.--l am seventy-four years old. My mother died about thirty-nine
years since. My grandmother died when | was a girl, before | was grown up. |
recollect my great-grandmother. My grandmother took care of her. My father’s
name was Paul Cuffe.

Alice Cook--I remember when some of the Indians lived by Slocomb’s River, on
the west side, some sixty years ago. | am sixty-eight years of age. One of the
Indians was Lizzie Prince, and one was Betty Nuxu.



Charlotte Smith-- am daughter of Benjamin and Catherine Cook. My mother was
pure Indian; my father was half. My grandmother was Mary Cook, and my great-
grandmother Elizabeth Nuxu. They were pure Indians. | presume they were part of
the tribe that lived by Slocomb’s River. There is an Indian burying-ground
between Samuel Barker’s and the river. There was an Indian settlement at
Quanachee and one at Quansett. That was the tradition. | was told so by my
mother.

Cross-examined.-- | have not personally known of the burial of any Indian at the
burial-grounds. | have not known of any Indian residing within a mile of
Slocomb’s or Wing’s. | knew Elizabeth Prince, living at Bald Hill.

Deborah C. Borden. -- am daughter of Catherine Cook. My great-grandmother
was buried in the burying-ground on Otis Slocomb’s farm, and lived and died
near there. She had a wigwam there, and it was the last one there. | never visited
her there. | was quite young.

Cross-examined.--My great-grandmother was buried there, as my mother told me.
She died in 1812. | am fifty years old. My testimony in relation to my grandmother
is founded on information given by my mother.

Direct.-- have visited the ground, and my mother told me where my grandmother
laid.

John Wainer. | reside in Westport. | remember my grandmother. Her name was
Margaret Quebbin. She was a full-blooded Indian. She lived, part of the time in
Dartmouth, and part of the time in Westport. She lived about a mile and a half
west of Slocomb’s River in Dartmouth, near where Naomi Quance lived. My great-
grandmother was Dorcas Quebbin. She was reputed to have lived down by
Slocomb’s.

Charles Manchester.--l am sixty-eight years of age. | recollect the mother and
grandmother of Rodney Wainer, and where they lived. The grandmother lived on
land recently occupied by Abraham Manchester, about a mile from the sea, and
near a mile from West River. About a mile further north, near the river, an Indian
lived, named Jacob Howdy. It might be thirty years since, more or less. Rodney’s
mother lived a little way across the line, in rhode Island. It was generally reputed
that these were Indian lands.



In Court Records

Depositions in Bristol County Superior Court of Judicature, File #101407,
Dartmouth vs Westport, 1813.

| Eliza White of Westport...testify & say that about sixty one or two years
since | was at a wedding & present when Joseph Jeffry was married to
Amy Hinckley by John Simon an old Indian Minister, & further...saith
that she had frequently been informed that the grand father of the
above named Joseph Jeffrey had a Real Estate in that part of Dartmouth
now called Westport, & was an inhabitant in said Westport, & was an
Indian Minister & that | have been informed that the said Joseph Jeffry
after his marriage with the said Amy Hinckily removed to that part of
Dartmouth now New Bedford on lands belonging to Benjamin Russell
on Clarks Neck----

(This deposition was made 6 December 1811 at the request of the Inhab-
itants of Dartmouth, to be used at the next Court of Common Pleas in
December instant in the case of the Town of Westport vs the Town of
Dartmouth; the reason was the deposition being taken was that the
deponant could not attend court, being “old & infirm.”)

I Quash Anthony...testify & say that in my younger days I lived with
William Anthony in the Town of Dartmouth & one Joseph Jeffery an
Indian Man was a Neighbour & lived with Humphry Smith, & when |
was about seventeen or eighteen years of age the said Jeffery invited
me to go to his Wedding at Little Compton, when we got to Perez Rich-
monds where Amy Hinckley lived the person to whom he was to be
married, Joseph Jeffery & Amy Hinckley went to John Simons the
Indian Minister to be married and myself & another went a different
way to buy Cakes for the wedding, & we returned nearly at the same
time to said Richmonds where we had the wedding fare.

Question by Abner Brownell Esq: Did Joseph Jeffery after this bring
his wife to Dartmouth & live with her as Husband & Wife, & did he have
any children by her--

Answer: Yes he did, & had several children--

Question by do: Do you know that John Simon the Indian Minister baptized
People, :& administered the Sacraments to the Church,

Answer: No | do not, but have heard him preach.

Question by do: did Joseph Jeffery & his sisters when young & you knew
them live in Dartmouth



Answer: Yes--

Question by Clark Ricketson, Selectman of Dartmouth: Do you know
whether John Simon the Indian(rest not copied).

| William Simon of New Bedford...an Indian Man...testify & say that |
perfectly recollect my Grandfather John Simon, an Indian Minister, who
lived in the Town of Little Compton until near the close of his Life when
he removed to the Town of Dartmouth now New Bedford, & until he did
remove to this Town, his practice was to visit this Town & preach as often
as once in three or four Weeks, & | have been often present when he ad-
ministered the ordinances of Baptism & the Lords Supper, & | have fre-
quently been present when he married People,

Question by Abner Brownell Esq: Do you now that your Grand Father
John Simon received Blankets from Boston for the use of the Indians--

Answer, Yes,

Question by Zadok Maxfield, Selectman of Dartmouth: Do you recollect
at what time Joseph Jeffry lived in that part of Dartmouth which is now
New Bedford--

Answer: According to the best of my recollection it was about forty five
years ago--

Question by ditto: How old was you when your Grand Father dec’d--
Answer: About fourteen years of age--

(The deponant made his “mark”. The reason for this depostition was that
he was “Aged & Infirm” and could not attend court).

| Rachel Quon of New Bedford...testify & say that many years ago |
suppose nearly fifty years | knew one Joseph Jeffrey, (a coloured Man)who
then lived with his Family in a small House or Building belonging to Caleb
Russell of Dartmouth which is now New Bedford & about that time said
Jeffrey went a Voyage to Sea from which he never returned, & as | have
been informed he died abroad, ----

Question by Dartmouth Selectman: How long did Joseph Jeffrey live in
Caleb Russell’s House---

Answer: | cannot tell how long, but suppose two years or more--



(Taken 7 December 1811 at the request of the Inhabitants of the Town of
Dartmouth, to be used at the next Court of Common Pleas)

| Eliza White...testify & say that about sixty one or two years since | was
present when Joseph Jeffery was joined in Marriage with Amy Hinckley
by John Simon the Indian Minister, after which they removed into the
Town of Dartmouth, & lived together as Husband & Wife & had several
Children, the said Jeffery having been brought up at Humphry Smiths

in said Dartmouth, | always understood that the said John Simon was an
ordained Minister, & have been frequently shown the place where he
usually baptized those that applied to him for that purpose, & that he
administred the sacrement of the Lords Supper to the members of the
Church---

Question by Joseph Gifford Select man of Dartmouth: Did you ever go to
the House of Joseph Jeffery after he was married to Amy Hinckley--

Answer: No--

Question by Abner Brownell Esqr: Did you ever know that said Jeffery
lived with any other person as his Wife--

Answer: No | never did---

(Taken 15 August 1811 at the request of the Inhabitants of Westport to be
used at the next Court of Common Pleas in the case between them & the
inhabitants of Dartmouth. The cause of taking the deposition was the
deponant’s “great age”, she “being wholly unable to attend on the Court.”

In State Financial Records

On 24 May 1798 the town of Dartmouth submitted accounts to the state for
“bording John Quannewin” from 1 March 1796 to 24 May 1798 and supplying him
with “2 shirts, 1 pair woollen breaches, 1 pair shoes, 1 pair stockings, jackett.”
The account totaled $202.58. The selectmen certified that “by the best information
we can deduct that ... John Quannewins Father and Mother was borne in
Tivertown in the State of Rhode Island and cum into the Town of Dartmouth since
A.D. 1767 and has not gained any settlement in sd Dartmouth nor in this
Commonwealth ... [and that] John Quanewill aged twenty seven years was born
of a woman who marred [sic] a man from the State of Rod island deceast and is a
cripple and has never gaind a legel settiment in this town nor any other in this
Common Welth and has no relation of suficant ability to sopart him upon the best
evidence we can obtain” (Pauper Certificate, Massachusetts State Archives, CO6,
series 9x, Box 30).



