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How can the Westport Historical Society, by its nature rooted in the past, remain  
relevant to the present needs of our community? How can an unfurnished historic 
house captivate a young child and yet engage an adult? Can we host exhibitions in  
the same space that provides a welcoming adventure to 300 excited young witches  
and wizards? Is it possible to create a place that an historical architecture aficionado,  
a summer tourist, or a long-time resident will each find meaningful and enjoyable?  
This year we have met these challenges head on at the Handy House.

The Handy House, with its robust visitor numbers and large scale vibrant events such 
as the Artisan Fair, is proof that historic house museums can play a valuable role in  
the community. By breaking the mold of established historic house museums, many  
of which offer a static object-centered experience, the Handy House has evolved into  
a place that enhances the cultural vitality of Westport and forges a strong connection  
to people of all ages. 

With your support we will continue to expand upon our community outreach. 
Please consider a gift that will help us to sustain our momentum into the coming year. 
The diversity of our activities, extending far beyond the Handy House, is remarkable. 
We have introduced first-graders to the Macomber turnip, hosted family workshops  
on our maritime heritage, provided after-school programs focused on traditional handi-
crafts, and encouraged families to explore their town with Westport Summer Passport.  
Concurrently we have tackled questions of social justice at our Paul Cuffe symposium, 
launched an African American and Native American heritage trail and successfully  
organized our inaugural House Tour. Throughout the year, we have demonstrated  
excellence in reaching out to new audiences, breaking a few rules of traditional historic 
house museums, and embracing as many dimensions of the past as possible. 

Annual Appeal

continued on page 2
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Mission statement

The mission of the Westport Historical 

Society is to engage the public in  

the exploration of the town’s rich  

history and culture, to inspire a spirit of 

discovery through educational programs 

and encourage active participation  

in the preservation and interpretation  

of our past.

The Society collects and shares this  

history. Its goal is to foster the  

imaginative process of connecting to  

the past, making it relevant to our  

present and vital to the future of our 

community.

                   Don’t forget to save your 

Lees Market receipts and bring them to 

the Westport Historical Society. Lees 

Market generously donates 1% of the 

total receipt value. You can drop them 

off at the Bell School or bring them to a  

historical society program.
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As a small non-profit organization with an increasingly large footprint and presence, 
your help is needed more than ever before. Our core mission remains challenging as 
our operating budget continues to grow along with our responsibilities. Your support 
for our annual appeal sustains many of the essential behind-the-scenes activities that 
form the foundation of our organization and mission: stewardship of our collection, 
maintenance of our two historic buildings, and funding for our dedicated staff. 

As we strive to strengthen our role in the community, we remain deeply grateful for 
your on-going support of the Society. If you are a previous donor, please consider a 
move to a new gift level. If you are a new donor, please understand that your partici-
pation is critical to our success. Donations can be made securely online via our website 
www.wpthistory.org.

Thank you.

Explore Westport’s Historic Streetscapes: 
Westport Point and the Head of Westport

The Historical Society has been leading guided tours of Westport Point and the Head 
of Westport for some time. This year we decided it would be helpful for people to be 
able take these tours whenever they wanted, so we have developed self-guided tours 
of the two most historic villages in Westport.

These walking tours will show you historic architecture, from pre-revolutionary 
houses to stunning Greek Revivals and Victorians from the mid-19th century to a 
Powder House from the War of 1812 era. But more than houses, it’s a walk through 
history, with stories such as the Westport “pauper” who became the richest man in 
New Bedford, and the restaurant that was swept away in the 1954 hurricane with the 
bartender still inside.

It’s educational, it’s fun, and it’s free! Download your self-guided walking tours at 

www/wpthistory/explore

Annual Appeal from page 1 continued 
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It is quite satisfying to walk down the hall at the Macomber Primary School carrying 
a paper sack overflowing with the leaves of a Macomber Turnip and receive smiles  
of recognition. These smiles come from faculty, staff, current Kindergarten students 
who have already learned about the history of this distinctive local vegetable, and, 
from 1st graders who remember it from last year when we teach them about local 
heroine Sarah Turner this year. What’s even more exciting is interacting with students 
at the elementary school who remember learning how to hand sew or learning about 
Paul Cuffe. They say, “Hey! I remember something about that!” when we see them 
in later grades. 

These cumulated layered learning experiences are meant to provide students with  
a better understanding of the history of their town in a fun and memorable way, so 
that they take that history with them throughout their lives and share it with family 
and friends. All of these lessons are linked to strands in the current school standards.  

Thank you to Bob Pierce of Berry Hill Farm and JD Squires of Lees Market for  
donating our weekly Macomber Turnip; Sarah Gifford and Alice Huff for being such 
wonderful storybook readers, and Buzzy Baron for helping to reshape the Paul Cuffe 
lesson. It has been so much fun working with these wonderful volunteers! Thanks 
also to Principal Carolyn Pontes and all of the K-2 teachers and staff for so warmly 
welcoming us into the MAC. 

Education news

Paul Cuffe Heritage Trail

This Fall we launched the African American 

and Native American Heritage Trail. The  

Heritage Trail connects historic sites between 

Westport, Dartmouth and New Bedford that 

belonged to the Cuffe, Slocum and Wainer 

families.  The trail extends from the Captain 

Paul Cuffe Monument and grave markers at 

the Friends Meeting House in Westport to 

the soon to be re-opened Captain Paul Cuffe 

Memorial Park at the New Bedford Whaling 

Museum. Along the way it includes sites 

that were the homesteads of Paul and Alice 

Cuffe, Michael and Mary Wainer and Cuff 

and Ruth Slocum, several business properties 

including a windmill at Westport Point, a 

residence and tannery of Michael Wainer’s 

in Russells Mills, and a store in New Bedford 

selling West Indian products owned by Paul 

Cuffe and two of his sons-in-law, Peter  

and Alexander Howard. A self-guided tour 

brochure of the sites is available at Westport 

Town Hall, the Westport Historical Society 

and other sites in the region. The trail can 

also be accessed at a new website 

www.PaulCuffe.org. 

This project was sponsored by the Westport 

Historical Society, the Dartmouth Historical 

and Arts Society, the New Bedford Historical 

Society, and the Westport and Dartmouth 

Historical Commissions.
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Winter History Forum 2018

Wampanoag Families of Westport

presented by R. Andrew Pierce

Saturday January 13, 10am 
Westport Free Public Library

408 Old County Road, Westport

R. Andrew Pierce will present research into 

the Wampanoag families of Westport and 

south-eastern Massachusetts.

19th century New England genealogists 

largely ignored Native Americans, who 

despite centuries in the area, had been  

marginalized and forgotten. This missing 

history inspired Andrew Pierce and  

co-author Dr. Jerome Segel to compile 

comprehensive genealogies of Wampanoag 

families. The resulting massive two  

volume set “Wampanoag Families of 

Martha’s Vineyard” is a definitive work 

presenting over 20 years’ research at  

dozens of archives using vital statistics, 

census, land, probate, court missionary, 

military and maritime records.

R. Andrew Pierce has been a professional 

genealogist since 1984 and has worked  

for hundreds of clients, composed and 

contributed to books and articles, and  

lectured at conferences, seminars and 

workshops. His specialties are Irish-American 

connections, 18th and 19th century New 

Englanders, missing heirs, and Native 

Americans of southeastern Massachusetts.

Suggested donation $5.

Westport History 101 
Saturday, March 10, April 14, May 5, 10-11:30am
Westport Free Public Library, 408 Old County Road

Besides Westport’s incorporation in 1787, how much do you really know about our 
sleepy little town? 

Lexington, Concord and even New Bedford may have grabbed all the historic head-
lines, but Westport has a rich past of whaling and fishing, farming, manufacturing, 
immigration and even tourism that has contributed to the fabric of the SouthCoast 
region. Westport Historical Society President Tony Connors will lead us on a  
fascinating journey through Westport’s history. He’ll begin with the glaciers that  
influenced the town’s development then travel through time until the decline of  
the town’s manufacturing base in the early 20th century. 

March 10 includes Westport’s geological formation, the early Native American  
inhabitants, first European contact, Plymouth Colony and King Philip’s War. We 
then discuss the early settlement of Old Dartmouth and end with the American  
Revolution.
 
April 14 covers the incorporation and organization of Westport in 1787, but also 
includes early roads and transportation, the whaling and fishing industries, and early 
industrial development.
 
MAY 5 starts with Westport in the Civil War, the rise of cotton manufacturing  
and Westport Factory Village, the introduction of railroads and trolleys, and the  
development of Route 6. The course ends in the early 20th century with a look at 
major changes and trends.

Suggested donation $5 per session.

Local historian and genealogist Richard  

Gifford explored the stories of the first  

generation of settlers in Westport in the 

17th century who were drawn by an 

abundance of rich farmland, navigable 

waterways, and by the desire for religious 

freedom. He focused on the Tripp, Gifford, 

Macomber and Wing families, highlighting 

some surprising stories about these families. 

A video of this program can be viewed on 

the website of the Westport Historical  

Society http://wpthistory.org/westport- 

historical-society-programs.

Back by popular demand!

Did you miss our December 1 program on Westport’s Founding Families? 
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From the president     What a year! 
In some ways it was a typical year for the Historical Society—over 1000 visitors to 
the Handy House, a full series of informative history programs, lots of interaction 
with school kids, a well-attended Artisan Fair, a fun spooky Halloween program, and 
great loyal support from our members. But it strikes me that we took the Historical 
Society to a new level in 2017. Our first-ever House Tour was a great fund raiser and 
the feedback was so positive, and support from local businesses so good, that we plan 
to do it again in 2018. Volunteer support was terrific: we needed over 60 volunteers 
for the house tour, and everyone reported they had a great time. We also instituted a 
Development Committee to ensure our fund-raising is aligned with our activities and 
plans for the future. This year’s exhibit at the Handy House, “Headwaters to Harbor, 
Westport’s Heritage of Water,” was the most ambitious we’ve ever done, thanks to 
the curators Jenny O’Neill and Ray Shaw. (We also opened the Handy House every 
Saturday, rather than twice a month.) Finally, we completed the service building,  
with handicapped-accessible bathrooms, storage space, and a small kitchen for catering 
events. The style and modest size of this barn structure fits in beautifully with the 
Handy House. 

It was a fine year indeed, and THANKS to all the volunteers and members who made 
it possible.

Tony Connors, President

Shipbuilding at Westport Point, drawing by Ray Shaw
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From the Executive Director

2017 was a year of “groundbreaking” events which included a new fundraiser, a  
symposium, a major exhibition, and a construction project. It was a year in which  
we saw some of our long-term plans come to fruition, such as our new building at  
the Handy House, and a year in which the Historical Society took an enormous step 
forward towards ensuring its own financial sustainability. 

Improving visitor amenities at the Handy House

With the completion of the “barn” at the Handy House, we are now able to provide 
visitors with essential bathroom facilities. This building also contains a storage and 
utility space to support the ongoing operation of the historic Handy House. The  
Historical Society is enormously grateful to the Manton Foundation, and to the many 
individuals who contributed to this project. A new septic system was funded through 
a Community Preservation Act grant. 

Telling the story of our town

This year’s exhibition, Headwaters to Harbor: Westport’s Heritage of Water, explored 
our relationship with the river, beaches and maritime industries. The exhibition  
occupied four rooms inside the Handy House, each room presenting a different story: 
river journey, swordfishing, East Beach and shipbuilding. Although the Handy House 
is a challenging space in which to present exhibitions, with the help of co-curator and 
graphic designer Ray Shaw, it has been possible to develop methods of displaying  
objects and labels without disturbing the special architectural interiors within the house. 
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Evolving the visitor experience at the Handy House

Visitors were offered a more regular opening schedule as well as the opportunity  
to take a docent-led tour to supplement the self-guided experience. The Historical  
Society is fortunate to have retained a wonderful team of Handy House docents,  
who offer our visitors a warm welcome and knowledgeable responses to any  
questions. This summer we held a series of hands-on workshops at the Handy House 
geared towards families, which explored our maritime heritage including activities  
relating to knot tying, scrimshaw and wampum making.

Providing new perspectives on Paul Cuffe and the Wainer family

In September we hosted a symposium on Paul Cuffe in association with the New  
Bedford Historical Society, and a number of other local organizations. As part of  
this event, we launched the African American and Native American Heritage Trail, 
creating a brochure and a new website www.paulcuffe.org. This trail highlights  
locations relating to the family of Paul Cuffe and Michael Wainer, such as the  
windmill at the Point, the correct location of his property, and a number of other sites 
in Dartmouth and New Bedford. The Historical Society is very thankful for generous 
contributions from BayCoast Bank, Ralph and Calla Guild, Al and Cindy Lees and 
grants from the Westport Cultural Council and Helen Ellis Charitable Trust.

Engaging younger audiences 

During fiscal year 2017, the Children’s Heritage Education Program interacted with 
grades K-6 in the Westport Community Schools. We reached a total of 585 students 
and continued our long-term collaboration with the Westport Education Foundation 
and the Westport River Watershed Alliance. New programs focusing on the 
Macomber Turnip and Paul Cuffe were introduced to grades K-2. All programs were 
tied to grade level education standards. We introduced our first after school program 
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“Counted Cross Stitch” taught by volunteer Robin Winters and with enough  
volunteers for a 1:1 instructor to student ratio. 

We also introduced our first summer program for kids at the Handy House, linking 
hands-on history to the water-themed exhibition. In addition to Westport public 
school students, this program brought in home-school students and students from 
other schools outside the district. Many thanks to Erika Hamer, Marilyn Packard  
Luther, Howie Gifford, and the 1850s Ladies for volunteering to teach these  
workshops. In total, this year, the Westport Historical Society Children’s Heritage 
Education Program interacted with Westport students forty-three times. Teaching 
local history and introducing students to hands-on learning is successful through the 
positive support of the Westport Community School District, especially Macomber 
Primary School Principal Carolyn Pontes, and, our numerous dedicated volunteers.

Preserving Westport’s history 

The Historical Society’s collection includes 5000 photographs, 4000 documents,  
1500 objects and 377 books. This year our postcard collection, which is already very 
extensive, received two significant additions: a wonderful personal collection donated 
by Jan Hall; and the long-term loan of the Al Lees postcard collection from the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum. However, we still have some significant work ahead of us, 
especially concerning the need for adequate storage for our collection.

Securing financial stability

The biggest event of the year, our inaugural House Tour, took place on August 6th. 
Seven private homes, 60 volunteers, 400 attendees and an absolutely perfect summer’s 
day combined to create a memorable experience for everyone. It certainly was  
an extraordinary way to showcase Westport to residents and visitors and, most  
impressively, raised $31,000 (net) to further our mission. This event has positively 
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transformed what had been an uncertain financial future for the operating budget  
of the Historical Society. Plans are already underway for our 2018 House Tour!

Increasing community engagement

Crafting events and activities that engage all members of our community remains a 
core goal. Our audience is diverse in age, interest, and increasingly diverse in location 
through our website and Facebook page. New initiatives this year included a down-
loadable brochure for a self-guided walking tour of the Point and the Head. We  
continued to build upon initiatives such as Westport Summer Passport and to present 
a year-round schedule of lectures and our signature annual events such as the Artisan 
Fair and Halloween at Handy House, each attracting several hundred visitors.

Looking ahead

What follows such a groundbreaking year? In 2018 we hope to continue the theme  
of transformation. Visitors to the Handy House can expect much improved parking 
facilities, and an ever-deeper experience of local history with a special focus on  
archaeology. Our 2018 exhibition will use the thousands of fragments unearthed at 
the Handy House and the Waite-Kirby-Potter site to tell the story of life in 18th and 
19th century households. As the Board prepares to embark upon long-range visioning 
and strategic planning, we remain grateful to our supporters and for the boundless 
curiosity and enthusiasm of our members, donors, researchers, volunteers and  
visitors.

Jenny O’Neill, Executive Director 

Revenue and support	

Direct Public Support	 $57,148.01

Grant Revenue	 $12,400.00

Special Events	 $34,720.60

Investment income	 $16,800.00

Other	 $59.38

Sales of merchandise	 $1,380.26

Program Fees	 $2,823.00

Total Revenue and support	 $125,331.25

	
Expenses	

Fundraising	 $5,130.54

Contract Services	 $11,389.76

Facilities	 $1,519.35

Utilities	 $7,237.35

Operations	 $9,913.45

Program	 $17,175.79

Other	 $5,223.12

Payroll	 $52,917.92

Total Expenses	 $110,507.28

Statement of Activities 
October 1 2016 – Sep 30 2017



10

We gratefully acknowledge the contributions 

by many individuals at all levels. Given space 

limitations we are unable to include all donors. 

This list includes contributors of $100 plus.

$100-$249

Jon and Suzanne Alden
Richard Anderson
Charles and Pat Appleton
Amy Beardsley
Judy Beavan
Lin Beck and WIlliam Pardee
Diane Bernier
Stefanie Blomquist
Chris Bosso
Stephen and Maura Bracken
Richard and Barbara Brewer
Kaye Briggs
Gioia Browne
Tim Bryant
Jeff Bull and Marilyn Packard-Luther
Maureen Camara
Edward and Peggy Campion
Peter and Gaelen Canning
Barbara Chadwick
Nicholas and Meg Christ
Martin Costa
Michael and Jennifer Coye
Nancy Crosby
John and Paula Cummings
John Dean
Charles Deknatel
James and Wendy Dorsey
Henry and Deborah Drinker
James and Barbara Faria
Eileen and Bradford Faxon
David Forney and Elizabeth Coxe
Constance Gee
Peter and Tracy Greenwood
Carol and Gene Guay
Eleanor Hall
Barbara Hanley
Louisa Hart
Russell and Jean Hart
Valerie Hawes
June Hebert
Hope Hickok

Ed Howe
Jamen Howe
Sidney and Barbara Kaplan
Foster Kay
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Tom Knapp
Barbara Koenitzer
Claude Ledoux
Judy Lepreau Keller
Marcia Liggin
Peter MacDougall
Roger and Nancy MacKay
Andrew Macomber
Carlton and Alice Macomber
Yvonne Marquis
Martha Marshall
John McDonough
Susan Mello Szekely
Lorna Miles
Becky Minard
William and Eileen Moncrief
Hugh and Diana Morton
Elisabeth Mundel
Russell and Claire Nauta
David Novak
Patricia Nunes
Jenny O’Neill
Richard and Patricia Paul
Robert and Doris Peacor
Susanne and Richard Peck
Celeste Penney
Kim Pietraszek
Sharon Potter
Robert Pozzo
John and Camilla Raposa
Sharon Raposa
Jim Rathmann and Anne Noonan
Bill and Heather Reed
Nathan Rego
Donald Reilly
Emily Richardson
Samuel Riley and Kristie Furrow
Dennis and Ruth Rog
Angela Roy
Robert and Carol Russell
Ricardo and Susan Sanchez

Donations received between Oct 1 2016 -  Sep 30 2017

thank you!

Financial statements compiled by Meyer, 

Regan, and Wilner CPA can be viewed on  

our website.

Current Assets

Cash	 $81,839.85

Accounts receivable	 $5,434.00

Other current assets	 $791.50

Sylvan Endowment	 $76,026.46

Board designated 	 $306,111.45
endowment
	
Handy House restricted 	 $224,007.85
funds
	
Total Assets	 $694,211.11

LIABILITIES 
	
Total current liabilities	 $35.63

Total liabilities 	 $694,175.48	
and assets	

Balance Sheet 
September 30, 2017
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Paul and Tina Schmid
Norma Sears
Janet Segal
Laurette and Andrew Shabshelowitz
Eileen Shea
Russell and Evelyn Sherman
Kenneth and Marilyn Simon
Paul and Elizabeth Sittenfeld
Kendrick and Anne Snyder
Richard and Lois Spirlet
Garrett Stuck and Pamela Coravos
Quentin and Sacha Sullivan
Henry and Judy Swan
David Swift and Carolyn Duby
Joan Thompson
Pamela Trippe
Sally Wyatt

$250-$499

Kristi and Lucien Agniel
Joel and Lisa Alvord
Breck Arnzen and Lani Peterson
Carol Bonnar
Mary Lou Boutwell
Norm and Irene Buck
Phil and Christine Burgess
Nick Burns and Libby Baylies
Don Cadoret
Michael and Marian Cronin
Frederic and Elizabeth Eustis
Peter and Alison Fenn
Gay Gillespie
Sally Harty
Maryellen Hassell
Anne Hopkins
Martin and Judith Kelly
Thomas and Suzanne Kendig
Ronald Knapp
Ted and Sarah Lodge
Dwight and Doris Magovern
Nancy Mailhot
Tony and Geraldine Millham
Trip and Dora Millikin
Richard and Nancy Mobley
John and Carol Moriarty
Erin O’Boyle

Paul Pannoni
Rosemary Pereira
Barry and Janice Perry
Mary Ries
Tom and Johanna Robinson
Tom and Kate Schmitt
Louisa Spottswood Coughlin
Pamela Stenberg
Greg and Brenda Stone
Paul Tamburello Jr.
David Tobias
Eileen Wheeler Sheehan
Kit Wise

$500-$999

Peter and Rosanne Aresty
Yvonne Barr
Tom Boreiko and Alison Coolidge
Ruth and David Bourns
Nils Bruzelius and Lynne Weil
Anne Burkholder
Charles and Pamela Carey
David Cole and Betty Slade
Michael and Carol Corbett
Charles and Linda Findlay
Janet Hadley
Nancy Janelle
Scott and Barbara Jones
Janet Jones
Richard Kelly and Carol Akerson
Robert Lawrence
Jane Loos
Joop and Ria Nagtegaal
Andrea Powning
Martha Sears and Gary Baker
Ray and Susan Shaw
Michael and Martha Sullivan
Emily Sutton
Bob and Mary Ellen White
Catherine Williams
 
$1000-$4,999

Buzzy and Dianne Baron
Russell Beede
Tony and Sharon Connors
Steve Fletcher

John and Corbin Harwood
Theodore Kinnari
Albert and Cindy Lees
Dick and Eleanor Phillips
Tom and Barbara Slaight
Steven Syre and Laura Raposa
Gurdon Wattles
Terry and Elizabeth White

$5,000-$9999

Anonymous
Neil and Sue Van Sloun

$10,000+

Anonymous

Grants

Westport Cultural Council
Helen E. Ellis Charitable Trust

Foundations

The Charlene and David Howe  
    Foundation in honor of Ed Howe
IBM International Foundation
Howard Bayne Fund
Guild Family Foundation
Manton Foundation
Stearns Charitable Trust	
Philip Snyder Foundation
Rathmann Family Foundation	

Businesses

$100-$249

Beauregard, Burke and Franco
Douglas G. Vrona DMD TMJ 
    Orthopedics
Grays Gristmill
Lapointe Insurance
N.A.C. Security & Stereo
Slocum Design Studio
Southcoast Payroll and Bookkeeping
The Pilgrim William White Society
The Westporter
Westport Chiropractic Inc
Westport Federal Credit Union
Westport Point Neighborhood Assoc.
White’s of Westport



12

Support  local history!
The Westport Historical Society is supported by donations  
from individuals, foundations and businesses who care about  
preserving the special heritage of Westport. In addition to joining 
the Historical Society as a member, please consider these other 
ways you can support our mission:

Contributions in honor or memorial gifts  

Honor a friend or relative, commemorate a special anniversary  
or mark the passing of a loved one with a contribution.

Bequests

Leave a lasting legacy for the future by naming the Historical  
Society as a beneficiary in your will.

Corporate matching gifts

Please check with your employer to see if they offer a matching 
gift program.

Business sponsorships

The Historical Society offers local businesses many different  
levels of sponsorship and recognition.

Thank you to our businesses members

Attorney Dorothy P. Tongue P.C.
Baycoast Bank
Bradshaw Insurance
Country Woolens
Comfort of Touch
Credit Card Reviews
Drift Workroom Custom Sewing for Interiors
Even Keel Realty
Gray’s Daily Grind and Gray’s Gristmill
Geraldine Millham Design
Jack’s Landscaping and Lawn Service
Lees Market
Lees Wine and Spirits
Paquachuck Inn
Partners Village Store
Partners Insurance Group
Potter Funeral Home
Sisters of Solace
Slocum Design Studio
Southcoastal Realty
Shattuck Gallery
Tim’s Lawn Care
T.F. Morra Tree Care
Village Plumbing
Westport Chiropractic
Westport Federal Credit Union

$250-$499

Acoaxet Veterinary Clinic
Alden Hill Real Estate
Bayside Restaurant
Christopher Wise Architect
Country Woolens
Coyne and Powers Insurance
Dennis Talbot Inc.
Hasbro
Kozy Nook Restaurant
Lees Market
Partners Village Store
Star Forge
Steel Dog
The Back Eddy

$500-$999

Jack’s Landscape’n Inc.
Lees Market
South Coastal Realty LLC
Sprogis and Neale Real Estate
William Raveis Real Estate Westport

$1000-$4999

Lees Wine and Spirits
D2 Biological Solution Inc.     

$5000+

Bay Coast Bank	

A very special thank you to the following 

businesses for donating professional  

services:

Tim’s Lawn Care 
Geraldine Millham Design 
Evelyn Audet Lighting Design
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2017.026 Donated by Richard Donnelly

19th century correspondence belonging 
to Tripp family and Briggs family, 
schoolbook belonging to Maria Tripp, 
Temperance Song.

2017.027 Donated by Judy Lepreau Keller

Postcard of Horseneck Beach.

2017.030 Donated by Diane Cambra

Agricultural newspapers dating from 
1873-1885

2017.032 Donated by Bill and Heather Reed

Slides from the Westport Parade 1958

2018.001 Donated by Merry Cushing    
Certificate of marriage between Thomas 
Brayton and Merry M. Borden, 1862

2018.002 Donated by Linda Lambiase

Westport tax receipts 1907-1915

2018.003 Donated by Dick and Lois Spirlet

Copy of menu from Remington  
Clambake

2018.005 

DVD, copies of Westport maps,  
Dr. Handy’s account books.

2018.007 

A Proclamation by Governor Charles D. 
Baker: Paul Cuffe Day September 7, 
2017.

Expand your local history horizons! Explore Westport’s history @ our Website

Share memories and knowledge @ our Facebook page

Connect with our collections  @ our collections database 

Visit www.wpthistory.org

The following are some highlights of recent acquisitions. We are very grateful to all who have entrusted us with these gifts:

Recent acquisitions
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The best-known citizen of Westport  
is Paul Cuffe, a master mariner with  
African and Indian roots who rose to 
prominence as a captain, ship-builder,  
entrepreneur, philanthropist, and  
advocate for civil rights and school inte-
gration. Less well known is Pardon Cook, 
also an accomplished master mariner 
from Westport, who commanded more 
whaling voyages than any other person 
of color in the nineteenth century, and 
whose life intersected with that of Paul 
Cuffe through maritime ventures and 
marriages.

Pardon Cook’s heritage begins in slavery. 
His ancestors were slaves of the Almy 
and Cook families of Tiverton, Rhode  
Island—some of whom were not only 
slave owners but also engaged in the 
slave trade in Newport. Many of the 
slaves and free blacks of this area inter-
married with Wampanoag Indians. Both 
groups were socially and economically 
marginalized and found refuge and  
community with each other.

Pardon’s father, Benjamin Cook, was 
born in Little Compton. Benjamin’s  
father, Abraham Cook, was most likely 
born in Africa, and his mother, Mary 
Robbins, was Wampanoag. In 1790 Ben-
jamin married Catherine Almy, daughter 
of Ned Almy, a freed African slave, and 
Mary Nunksue, a Wampanoag. Benjamin 
was a farmer and a mariner. He owned 20 
acres of land bordering the Allen’s Neck 
Meeting House in Dartmouth. He died in 
1812 in a fall from the mast of a ship—
probably a Paul Cuffe-owned vessel. 
After his death, Cuffe loaned money to 

Captain Pardon Cook of Westport

the estate to pay off creditors and keep 
the farm intact for Benjamin’s widow.
Thus Pardon Cook was a product of the 
African slave trade and a blend of Indian 
and African cultures—much like Paul 
Cuffe and Charlotte White, along with 
many others in southeastern Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island. He was born in 
1795. Little is known about his childhood 
until he became a mariner.

Many jobs were unavailable to people  
of color, but going to sea—particularly 
whaling—was a good option for Indians 
and African-Americans. Indians had been 
whaling long before Europeans came to 
the region and they had a reputation as 
formidable harpooners. Black mariners 
tended to be relegated to roles as cooks  
or stewards, but they were generally  
paid on the same scale as whites. In the 
dangerous business of whaling, a captain 
was more interested in the skill of a crew 
member than in his skin color. And in 
small but significant numbers, black  
mariners worked their way up to the 
highest positions on whaling and  
merchant vessels.

We don’t know when Pardon Cook began 
his whaling career, but his first recorded 
voyage was on Paul Cuffe’s brig Traveller 
in 1816. He must have had some  
maritime experience before this, because 
instead of signing on as an ordinary  
seaman, he was second mate, one of the 
officers. He held the same rank on the 
Westport-based brig Industry when it 
sailed to the Cape Verde Islands in 1819. 
Two years later he was on the Industry 
again, this time as first mate. He was first 
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mate on two more Westport voyages—
the Almy in 1822 and the Traveller in 
1826. There were two more voyages out 
of New Bedford in which his rank was 
unknown (but not captain): in 1831 the 
Two Brothers brought back over 2,000 
barrels of whale oil; and in 1836 the  
Delight was lucky to return after the ship 
lost both masts and whaling boats in a  
severe gale.

Around the time that he attained the 
rank of first mate, in February 1821,  
Pardon married Alice Cuffe, one of  
Paul’s daughters. They built a house on  
property purchased by Paul Cuffe near 
the Cuffe and Wainer homesteads, on 
Drift Road south of Hix Bridge. 

In 1839 Cook took the first of his four 
commands as captain of Westport  
whaling vessels. All had mixed black and 
white crews. On the Elizabeth (1839)  
his first mate was Rodney Wainer, and 
Samuel Cuffe was a black crew member. 
He took the Elizabeth out again the  
following year with Asa and Rodney 
Wainer as first and second mates. He  
had the same officers on the Elizabeth  
in 1841. For this voyage Cook and Asa 
Wainer held part ownership of the vessel. 
Unfortunately the voyage was only  
marginally successful, and the small brig 
was broken up in 1842. In 1843 he took 
the brig Juno to the Indian Ocean, with 
four black crew members (although the 
officers were white).

That was Pardon Cook’s last known 
whaling voyage. On October 8, 1849, he 
died of typhoid fever, three days after his 

son Pardon had succumbed to the same 
disease. He was 53 years old. Another 
son, Lysander, also died in 1849, most 
likely from typhoid fever as well.

Pardon had participated in at least eleven 
whaling voyages, almost all as officer  
or captain—possibly more voyages as 
captain than any other man of color in 
the first half of the nineteenth century. 
His legacy includes significant connec-
tions to Paul Cuffe and Absalom Boston 
(another black whaling captain, from 
Nantucket) through marriage and  
whaling, and he was a major figure in  
the extended Afro-Indian community 
that supported each other to succeed in a 
society and economy that marginalized 
them.

Pardon’s sister Mary married Paul Cuffe, 
Jr. His sister Deborah married Nathaniel 
A. Borden of New Bedford, who ran for 
state representative in 1839, probably  
the first African-American to do so. He 
lost, but it was a bold attempt at political 
representation. His son Benjamin P. Cook 
married Chloe Wainer, and lived at the 
Paul Cuffe homestead. Their daughter 
Catherine was the last Cuffe descendant 
to own the family property.

Outside of his own tight-knit community, 
Pardon Cook was not well known. But  
in August 1843 he was featured in an  
rticle in The Liberator, William Lloyd 
Garrison’s abolitionist newspaper. The 
writer, identified only as E. Smith, wrote: 
“Whilst in Westport I also had a pleasant 
interview with Capt. Pardon Cook, who 
married a daughter of Paul Cuffe. Capt. 

Cook is the only colored man, so far as 
we know, who enjoys the distinction of 
commanding a whaleman. Capt. C. is not 
obnoxious to the charge of being indebted 
for his abilities to any white blood that  
he possesses, for few are darker than he. 
He has performed three voyages from 
Westport, as master, and in every  
instance succeeded in making a good  
voyage…. He has invariably given satis-
faction to owners and crew—has never 
been troubled with mutiny or other  
serious disorder among his men, and has 
always returned with the same crew with 
whom he sailed—a circumstance of which 
few whalemen can boast. On the 22nd  
of June, Capt. C. sailed on his fourth  
voyage, in the brig Juno, of Westport, 
having one of his white neighbors as his 
mate. Hitherto, his voyages have all been 
made in brigs. We presume a few more 
trials will so far convince the public of his 
ability and trustworthiness, that he will 
be thought capable of managing a three-
masted vessel….”

The article was not entirely accurate. 
Cook was not the only black mariner to 
command a whaleship: his brother-in-law 
Absalom Boston was captain of the 
whaler Industry out of Nantucket in 
1822. And while he had no deserters on 
his first three commands, the voyage of 
the Juno would be plagued by numerous 
desertions. Minor errors aside, this is a 
fine tribute to a little-known but remark-
able mariner from Westport. 

Richard Gifford and Tony Connors
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Return Service Requested

Winter is long in New England!  
We have many short-term volunteer opportunities to keep you busy. No long-term commitment 
required! Contact us if you would like to learn more about any of the following opportunities:

d Typists

We often need to transcribe interesting documents in our collection and we require a speedy and  
accurate typist to assist us. Commitment: 2 -3 hours/week. This work can be done in the comfort  
of your own home and according to your own schedule. Volunteer must have access to a computer.

e Cataloguers

Computer savvy volunteer to assist with cataloging projects. This is an opportunity to work with 
some interesting documents and other collections. Must be familiar with scanning, comfortable 
with simple data entry methods and an accurate typist. Training will be provided. Regular  
Commitment: 2 -3 hours per week. Volunteer must be able to work at the Bell School house  
during a 9am to 5pm weekday schedule.

f Children’s Heritage Education Program 

Docents in the Westport Historical Society Children’s Heritage Education Program are trained  
volunteers who share their interest and love of Westport history with schoolchildren. 

d Handy House docents

Anyone interested in local history and meeting new people should consider becoming a docent 
for the Handy House. Docent training takes place in June. We offer a flexible schedule but as 
a general rule of thumb volunteers must be able to commit to volunteering for 3 hours on one 
Saturday per month July through October.

www.wpthistory.orgd
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