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Volunteer

your time to history

The Westport Historical Society is powered by the time and energy of volunteers
who provide us with incredible skills and creativity. Please take a look at some
of the volunteer opportunities listed here, many are short-term commitments,
a few require a long-term commitment. We asked some of our volunteers what
they got out of the experience. This is what they had to say:

“

h

“As a volunteer, you get to be part of
Westport’s meaningful past by understanding
the role the Handy House played at key times
for the town and our historically important
area.”
“I’ve been very fortunate; volunteering has
greatly expanded my understanding of how a
small historical organization works as well as
given me the opportunity to handle historical
documents, go to a variety of lectures, docent
at a historical house museum and participate
in fundraising and outreach events. It has
also introduced me to many other residents
of Westport and made me feel a part of this
wonderful community.”
“The Westport Historical Society cares about
their docents. You don’t just throw your
docents into the job. You take care to train
them and meet with them, and check on them.”
“As a retired teacher, I can see that the
historical society cares about teaching the
next generation about Westport’s history.
Having just retired, I missed socializing
with people. Being a docent gives me the
opportunity to interact with people again.”
“Personally.... being able to go to the HH
has been therapy for me. Even though I
am retired, I have been dealing with many
issues. Being a docent gets my mind off
myself and on others.”

Photo: Boating, Horseneck Beach WHS 2016.027

Please consider a donation of your time!

“Volunteering allows me to be creative and
even use my professional experience as a
writer to do this. I always say that I get so
much more out of volunteering than I give.”
“I get to spend time with nice people who
share my interests.”

”

V olun t eer oppor t un it ies a t the
W est por t Hist or ic al Soc iety

Contact us if you would like to learn more about
any of the following opportunities:
Wr iters a nd story tellers

Our collection contains some fascinating objects with interesting stories to tell.
We need volunteers to help research local history topics and write short articles
for our website, newsletter and press.

The Westport Historical Society

Typists

Board Members

We often need to transcribe interesting documents in our collection and we
require a speedy and accurate typist to assist us. Commitment: 2-3 hours/week.
This work can be done in the comfort of your own home and according to your
own schedule. Volunteer must have access to a computer.

President: Tony Connors
Vice President: Yvonne Barr
Treasurer: Charles “Buzzy” Baron
Clerk: Emily Sutton
Laura Raposa

Cata logu ers

Charley Appleton

Computer savvy volunteer to assist with cataloging projects. This is an opportunity to work with some interesting documents and other collections. Must
be familiar with scanning, comfortable with simple data entry methods and
an accurate typist. Must have some experience working in library or archive.
Training will be provided. Regular Commitment: 2 hours per week. Volunteer
must be able to work at the Bell School house during a 9am to 5pm weekday
schedule.

Sean Leach
Howard Gifford
Ed Howe
executive director

Jenny O’Neill
MANAGER OF EDUCATION

Kathleen McAreavey
Child ren’s Herita ge Ed u cation Progra m

Book keeper

Docents in the Westport Historical Society Children’s Heritage Education
Program are trained volunteers who share their interest and love of Westport
history with schoolchildren. We focus primarily on 3rd grade students, but,
also work with grades K-12.

Nancy Andersen
Mission statement

The mission of the Westport Historical Society
is to engage the public in the exploration of
the town’s rich history and culture, to inspire a
spirit of discovery through educational programs
and encourage active participation in the
preservation and interpretation of our past.

Hand y Hou se d ocents

Anyone interested in local history and meeting new people should consider
becoming a docent for the Handy House. Docent training takes place in May.
We offer a flexible schedule but as a general rule of thumb volunteers must be
able to commit to volunteering for 3 hours on one Saturday per month June
through October.

The Society collects and shares this history.
Its goal is to foster the imaginative process
of connecting to the past, making it relevant
to our present and vital to the future of our
community.

Pop Up Mu seu m tea m

non profit organization.

A pop-up museum is a temporary exhibit created by the participants.
Conversation and sharing of stories is encouraged! Volunteers needed to help
set up and facilitate these events.

25 Drift Road, Westport, MA 02790

Artisa n Fa ir

The Harbinger is published by the
Westport Historical Society, a 501(c)(3)

This event takes place on September 24. We are looking for volunteers to
help on the day of the event with setting up tents, tables, manning WHS table,
helping with parking. 2 hours shifts throughout the day.

website www.wpthistory.org
phone 508-636-6011
email westporthistory@westporthistory.net
Find us on Facebook!
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E d u c a t i o n

STEAM

at Handy House

Westport 7th grade students explored 18th
century technology at the Handy House as
part of a new educational program created
by the Westport Historical Society. The
program uses the historic Handy House as a
tool to teach S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, & Math), with a focus on
equipping youth with the knowledge and
skills to solve tough problems, gather and
evaluate evidence, and make sense of information. During this pilot program students
learned about solar gain using old window
glass compared to modern day windows,
as well as learning about temperature,
precipitation and historic weather conditions
by looking at the growth of tree rings.

Westport Historical Society Executive Director,

Vol unt e e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s co n tin u e d

Jenny O’Neill, commented: “The Handy House

H al l o w e e n at t h e H a ndy Hous e

Scheduled for the fourth Saturday in October. This is one of our most popular
events at the Handy House. We are looking for creative people to help decorate
the house and grounds. Must have some availability September through October.

is a perfect venue to expose students to the

L ectur e s

of heating a house, the potential for new

Assist with set up, clean up after the lecture, filming, greet and help sign in
attendees. Volunteer must be available some evenings.

ways to use the Handy House as a teaching

science of an old house, from the pitch of a
roof, rise and run of stairs to the technology

tool is endless.”
M ai l i ng s

Volunteers needed to help with mailings, stuffing envelopes and applying
address labels. Commitment: 2-3 hours, once a month, volunteer must be able
to work at the Bell Schoolhouse during a 9am to 5pm weekday schedule.

This mini pilot program is in collaboration
with the Westport Education Foundation.
It is supported in part by a grant from the

L ees M a r k e t r e c e i p t s

Volunteers needed to help add up and prepare Lees Market receipts. Lees
Market will donate 1% of the total receipts to the Westport Historical Society.
Commitment: 2-3 hours each month. This work can be done in the comfort
of your own home and according to your own schedule.
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Westport Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, a state agency.

The Curious Case of the Concealed Shoes

Have you ever found old shoes hidden in
odd locations in your house? If so, your
discovery may be evidence of a mysterious worldwide superstitious practice. A
recent donation of a collection of ancient
shoes focused our attention on this
strange practice of concealing shoes in
buildings.
This collection of shoes was discovered
in a secret room hidden behind a fireplace
in an old house at the Head of Westport.
During chimney repairs, a hole was made
in the fireplace, at which point approximately 20 individual shoes were discovered scattered inside a large void behind
the chimney mass. These empty spaces
behind a chimney weren’t uncommon
and generally had little purpose aside
from being storage or just space behind
the central chimney mass. The collection
consisted of well-worn children’s shoes.
Our research into this concealed shoe
collection led us to a database of over
2000 discoveries, compiled by June
Swann, at Northampton Museum, UK.
The database reveals a very diverse range
of locations where shoes are found, not
just the locations within the buildings,
but also the type of buildings. Not only
have they have been found in cottages
and farms, but also mansions and chapels

With the long list of superstitions, it’s
no wonder people might have believed
burying them within their homes would
blanket good luck over the inhabitants or
repel evil from the home. However, shoes
Evidence shows that shoes have been
aren’t the only items to have been found
concealed in homes dating from the
Middle Ages. Theories about this practice secreted in buildings. Researchers have
looked at other items including pieces
abound from warding off evil to bestowing overall good luck. Some even consider of clothing, “witch” bottles and animal
bones, some speculating on a magical or
the possibility of the hidden shoes as a
ritual purpose. We may never know why
fertility charm as several concealments
people hid shoes and other items within
were found embedded in the walls of the
their homes however the number of
master bedroom in the home. Theories
discoveries and the deliberate placement
mostly focus on superstitious power of
of these items seem to indicate a special
shoes to repel evil spirits, a belief that
purpose. We would love to hear of any
continued into the early 20th century,
local concealed shoe discoveries!
spreading from Britain and Europe to
Australia and America via Colonial New
England. Concealed shoes have even been —Lenora Robinson
found in China. Shoes are most often
found near areas leading into the house;
Further reading:
most often chimneys, but also doors and
• https://northamptonmuseums.wordpress.
windows. The shoes are well worn, being com/2012/06/19/concealed-shoes/ (England’s
the only garment to take the shape or
Northampton Museum’s concealed shoes)
“essence” of the wearer, giving evidence
• http://www.thehcc.org/temp/Footsteps.pdf
to the idea that perhaps the practice was
(finding concealed shoes in Indiana, US)
meant to trick evil spirits entering the
• http://www.concealedgarments.org/
house to notice the shoes and not the
(deliberately concealed objects project)
inhabitants of the house.
• http://www.apotropaios.co.uk/ (various
indicating that superstitious beliefs
weren’t limited to any particular
demographic.

strange items found secreted in homes)

Shoes have long had superstitions and
good luck associated with them, even
horses’ shoes are considered good luck.
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• http://www.personal.utulsa.edu/~marc-carlson/shoe/RESEARCH/CONCEALED/shoestuff.
htm (list of shoe-related superstitions)

S h i p b u i l d i ng b l o g

Collections + research
The following are some highlights of recent acquisitions. We are very grateful to all who have

Have you seen our new shipbuilding blog

entrusted us with these gifts:

created by Ray Shaw to explore the many
aspects of shipbuilding heritage in West-

2016.009 Donated by Robert and Naoko

port? In an ongoing series of posts, we

Kugler

plan to illuminate Westport shipbuilding

Accounts for the schooner “Albert”,
owned by Isaac Cory and Sons 1820s
Newspaper clippings relating to the
murder of Hebert John Straker, Jr. by
John H. Baker on Baker’s Beach, both
of Westport. June 10, 1961. Articles
through August 1, 1961.

in the whaling era, and discuss who, what,
when and speculate on how the community became a major influence on the industry. As a result of this effort, we hope to
uncover more substantial information on
the subject and share it with our audience.
The blog includes some fabulous sketches

2016.012 Donated by Brenda Underhill

2016.020 Donated by Tim Barreira

Benjamin Cory Tripp property deeds
Log book from Schooner “Richard
Borden.” Bound from Baltimore to
Fall River.
Photographs of Benjamin Cory Tripp
(above)

135 glass plate negatives of scenes from
Horseneck, East Beach and nearby towns.

created by Ray Shaw as he envisions the

2016.023 Donated by Everett Manchester

Expand your local history horizons!

Ink colored drawing of Everett
Coggeshall, Westport. “The nation’s
oldest police officer.”

2016.018 Purchase

Pencil sketch of an “Old house opposite
Cory house down the lane. Later torn
down.”

Explore Westport’s history
@ our Website

2016.027 Donated by Janet Rodgers

Photo album containing cyanotypes of
Horseneck Beach and other Westport
locations. (see p1)

2016.019 Donated by Richard Donnelly

Ephemera relating to Alexander Cory
and Cory Store.
Photograph postcard with “This is the
Horse Neck store” in note on back. Sent
to Mrs. Susie T. Gammons. Myrtle St.
New Bedford, Mass. (above right)

shipbuilding trade here in Westport.

2016.028 Donated by Don Walters and
Mary Benisek

Ruby Devol Finch, ca. 1860, little gem
hand tinted ferrotype. Inscribed on
reverse “Ruby.” (above top)
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Share memories and knowledge
@ our Facebook page

Connect with our collections
@ our collections database

Visit www.wpthistory.org

Upcoming

Programs and Events

For Kids!

Evening lectures

Specia l exh ibition

Fam i ly R e u n i o n

Old Eas t Bea ch : Reconstru cting

Trea su res from Elvira’s Attic

Pick up a backpack when you visit the
Handy House and inside you will find
puzzles, clues and tools that will take
you on a playful adventure through this
historic home. For over three centuries,
five families called the Handy House
home. Can you help us bring together
people from those families for a special
reunion? In this fun game, you will learn
about the house and the real people who
lived here, and you’ll create a special
family album to bring home. Self-guided.
Free.

t he p r e - h u rrica ne bea ch th rou gh old
p hot os , postca rd s a nd ma ps presented

Second and fourth Saturdays, June-October,
10am-4pm

by David Jones

Handy House, 202 Hix Bridge Road, Westport

Thursday, August 25, 7pm
Howland Hall, United Methodist Church,
1912 Main Road, Westport Point

Hid d en Histories

A Tr ip Down Rou te 6

Handy House, 202 Hix Bridge Road, Westport

Thursday, September 15, 7pm

Mid-week encounters with the past
revealing untold stories of local lore
inspired by objects in the collection of
the Historical Society. Check our website
for updates on this series.

Westport Grange, 931 Main Road, Westport
Annual Meeting

Thursday, October 20, 6:30pm
Westport Grange, 931 Main Road, Westport

The business meeting will be followed by
a special lecture: The Perils of Westport
Whaling Voyages presented by Tony
Connors.

D i sco v e ry H o u s e

Construction for kids! Step inside the
ongoing construction of a kids-scale 18th
century house. This activity is available
during Handy House open days on the
second and fourth Saturday of each
month June-October. Free.

Wednesdays, July 6, July 20, August 3,
August 17, 10am

Ha nd y Hou se Artisa n Fa ir

Saturday, September 24, 10am-3pm
Handy House, 202 Hix Bridge Road, Westport

Special events
We s t p ort Ha rbor Pop-Up Mu seu m

Thursday, August 11, 12-4pm
Acoaxet Chapel Community Hall,
36 Howland Road, Westport

W estpo rt S u mme r Pa ss p ort: A que s t

You are invited to participate in our
community Pop-Up Museum. Westport
Harbor, including the area known as
Acoaxet, has a strong sense of identity
and a unique history. The Westport
Historical Society will share images and
artifacts from their collections relating to
this area of town. Bring along an object,
photo, or recollection to share. A pop-up
museum is a temporary exhibit created
by the participants. Conversation and
sharing of stories is encouraged! All
objects are returned to you at the end
of the event. Free and open to all.

f o r f un a n d aw e s o me p lac e s !

Embark on an adventure that will take
you to some of the most beautiful and
interesting spots in our town. Your
mission: visit each of the eight places
featured in this year’s passport. Just pick
your first location and go! Download
your passport at www.wpthistory.org.
Free and available June 23-September 5.
Co-sponsored by the Westport Land
Conservation Trust and Westport
Education Foundation.
Family activities are supported by the
Westport Cultural Council through a grant
from the Helen E. Ellis Charitable Trust
administered by Bank of America.
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Dr. Ha nd y a nd th e Wonderf u l ly
Wick ed Witch

Saturday, October 22, 10am-4pm
Handy House, 202 Hix Bridge Road, Westport

President’s Report

As the Westport Historical Society continues to expand its activities and role within the
community, two issues remain a constant priority and motivational challenge for the
Board:
The long- t e r m fina ncia l su sta ina bility of th e Society

The Society has a dramatically redefined responsibility to preserve, protect and interpret
two historic properties. Our operating budget which has doubled during the last four years
is a constant challenge, however the generosity that we witness every day from members
of our community, is also a constant reminder of the intrinsic value of history to Westport.
We are sustained by memberships, annual appeal, grants, special fundraisers, such as our
Farmstead Feast in September 2015, and income from our endowment. Despite our expanded role and increased activity, we remain a streamlined, mission-driven organization
with one full-time employee, our executive director and one part time education manager.
We are tremendously grateful to our members and local businesses for their ongoing
support. We thank the following for generous contributions this year: the Howard Bayne
Fund, the Guild Family Foundation, Stearns Charitable Trust and the Van Slouns for the
Sylvan Endowment.
The greatest challenge for the Westport Historical Society is the long-term care in
perpetuity of the Handy House. The Historical Society is in a strong position to tackle
these ongoing needs with careful planning and utilization of remaining funds earmarked
for the Handy House.
Maintaining a su fficient a nd efficient sta ffing a nd volu nteer ba se

Who are the people who keep the Historical Society running? You probably have encountered Jenny O’Neill, our Executive Director who runs day-to-day operations, and maybe
Kathleen McAreavey, our Education Manager, but what about the enthusiastic volunteers
who provide so much of the expertise and work?
While the Board sets policy, makes financial decisions, and plans for the future, much of
the work is done by volunteer committees. These committees provide a wide array of skills
that are absolutely essential to our operation. Just to mention a few: the Finance committee
members have the special skills to understand budgets and investments; the Facilities
committee members know about historic building construction and materials; the Education
committee forges links with Westport schools and creates programs to stimulate the
curiosity of children. Major programs like the Artisan Fair, Summer Passport, and Pop Up
Museum have focused committees to plan and manage events that will appeal to a wide
range of interests. Plus there are dozens of volunteers who work outside of committees—
acting as docents at the Handy House, or cataloguing our collection or transcribing historical documents. It takes a tremendous amount of work and a wide range of expertise to keep
us running, and it would be impossible without the contributions of all these talented and
enthusiastic volunteers.
Thank you!
Tony Connors, President
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Executive Director’s Report

“Creativity”, “innovative thinking”, “fun”—words perhaps not often associated with a small
historical society—have become signatures of the Westport Historical Society’s activities.
The events of the past year demonstrate the unique strengths of the Historical Society as it
navigates the inspiring challenges of making local history relevant to our community.
The Westport Historical Society has experienced dramatic changes during the last five years
as it has worked first to stabilize the Handy House and then to open the property to the
public, and to create a place with meaning and relevance to our community. Throughout this
process we have remained a streamlined, mission-driven organization, with the exceptional
service of a full-time executive director and a part-time Manager of Education who are
strongly supported by a team of skilled and dedicated volunteers.
During the past year two significant themes have influenced our organization:
In our increasingly complex world, creating opportunities to encounter the past remains
surprisingly simple. These moments might be a third grader pulling a bucket full of water
from the Handy House well, a first grader learning the art of hand sewing, or an eight year
old stepping into a child’s scale model inspired by Westport’s oldest house, the Waite-Potter
house.
•

Our mission is not only to preserve the physical structure of buildings and artifacts, but to
interpret the local lore, memories and stories that abound within these places. Increasingly,
our role has become one of strengthening a sense of place through exceptional educational
programs for all of our members with a special focus on creative experiences for younger
audiences and local school children.
•

With your support we continue to
safeguard a collection of 10,000 items
relating to Westport’s history and
to share our collections through Pop
Up Museums, exhibitions and our
website.

Highlights of the year
Ins p ir ing younger generations

One of the most dramatic change over the past few years, has been our expansion of
programming for younger audiences, especially strengthening our connections to the local
schools. We now have 50 contact hours with multiple grades compared to a statistic of three
years ago of five contact hours with one grade. Thanks to the dedication and persistence
of Kathleen McAreavey, our manager of education, we have developed rich and memorable
experiences for local school children. A special highlight was to welcome all classes of the
first grade and third grade to the Handy House this year.
Cr e at ing me ani ng fu l way s to u tilize ou r collections

The Westport Historical Society is the steward of tens of thousands of objects, photos and
documents. Although the internet has opened up new ways to provide access to our collection,
there is still a unique value in the “real thing” and enabling our community to encounter
documents, photos, and objects in person. We recognized the importance of finding new
ways to use our collection and to make it accessible to the community. Towards this goal
we introduced a new concept, the Pop Up Museum, a temporary display of materials relating
to a theme created by those who show up to share their own personal stories and collections.
We were thrilled by the success of our hurricane pop up museum at the Horseneck Lifesaving Station and look forward to many more community pop-up museums in the future.
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With your support, kids explore basic
construction techniques and learn how to use
tools as part of our Discovery House project.

Bro ade n i ng c o mmu n it y e ngage me nt

Local history extends well beyond the walls of the Bell School and the boundaries of
the Handy House property. However, individuals often need some encouragement to
explore the resources of their own town, a goal that inspired a new program, Westport
Summer Passport. Launched in collaboration with the Westport Land Conservation
Trust and the Westport Education Foundation, this activity provides a structured experience for families to experience places of historical significance and natural beauty.
Over 400 families found their way to some very special places in Westport that they
probably would not have visited or even known about otherwise. This project was
funded by the Helen E. Ellis Charitable Trust, Westport Cultural Council.
Ev o lv i ng e x p e r i e n c e s of t he Handy Hous e

Over 1000 visitors passed through the Handy House last year, each visitor experiencing the Handy House in different ways. As an unfurnished historic house, the Handy
House has provided us with the exciting challenge to create, from scratch, a place
that has meaning and relevance to this community. Our approach is guided by the
knowledge that each visitor has unique interests, and by the need to create multiple
and changing points of engagement in order to appeal to different age groups and to
encourage repeat visitation. Unique community programs such as the second annual
Artisan Fair attracting 400 plus people and our annual Halloween event attracting 200
people combined with smaller workshops, and temporary displays, are key ingredients
of this approach. Our child’s scale “Discovery House” gave kids a chance to participate
in hands-on construction. This past year we introduced QR codes (quick response)
to allow visitors to view 60 second videos about significant features in the house. We
were very pleased to have a summer-long exhibition of paintings by Westport artist
Blanche Paull that provided a look back at Westport during the 1950s.
S treng t h e n i ng a s e n se of p lac e t hr ough e xc e p t iona l pu blic progra ms

This year, for the first time, we were able to offer a year-round schedule of public
programs, including evening lectures in the summer months, and our new winter
history forum, a series that encourages individuals to present research and to take on
new research projects. We are pleased to report that the WHS suffers from problem,
rare for historical societies, of overwhelming attendance to many of our programs.
Topics varied widely from slavery to pre-hurricane East Beach. Many of our programs
can be viewed on our website. Now in its third year, Westport History 101, presented
by Tony Connors, provided an in depth introduction of the story of Westport from
the ice age to the Second World War.
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With your support over 400 families explored
some of the most beautiful and historically
significant places in Westport as part of our
Summer Passport activity.

With your support we have welcomed over

Cr e at ing a virtu a l world of loca l h istory

1000 people to the Handy House. Your

In many ways local history is well suited to the virtual world of the internet, Facebook and blogs. Our website, now two years old, offers a deep experience of Westport
history through stories of objects in our collection and evolving research such as our
shipbuilding heritage blog. With nearly 1300 “likes” Facebook provides a vibrant
forum and significant tool for sharing our collection and encouraging interactions
with a wider community beyond Westport.

generosity has enabled the entire Westport
first grade and third grade to explore the
Handy House.

Looking a h ea d

We are very grateful for your support and to be part of a community that so clearly
values its heritage and recognizes the importance of passing this along to future
generations.
In the year to come you can expect to hear more about a refined vision for the Handy
House informed by the experiences of the last three years. We are well on the way to
developing exciting approaches to use this property as a gateway to explore our community heritage and we hope that you will join us in this effort!
Jenny O’Neill, Executive Director
With your support the first grade and second
grade created a beautiful hand sewn quilt.

Education
This year, the Children’s Heritage Education Program interacted with the 2nd, 3rd,
6th, 7th, & 8th grades in the Westport Community Schools. We reached a total of
398 students and collaborated with the Westport Education Foundation, the Westport
River Watershed Alliance, and played a dual role in Superintendent Ann Dargon’s
newly launched “By Land & By Sea” community curricula; Teaching STEAM at the
Handy House with select 7th graders and the 8th grade Boat Building course.
The Macomber Primary School Hand Sewing Project concluded this year with
a second quilt made by the 2nd graders. This year included a design component
spearheaded by docent Marilyn Packard Luther which was included in an exhibit
about the quilt project held in April at the Westport Library.
The mini pilot STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Architecture, Math)
Project at the Handy House was funded by the Westport Cultural Council, which is
part of the Massachusetts Cultural Council. Colleen Brady Kearney, a middle school
math teacher, served as our point person for this project.
In total, this year, the Westport Historical Society Children’s Heritage Education
Program interacted with Westport students more than fifty times through teaching
local history and introducing students to hands-on learning.
Kathleen McAreavey, Manager of Education
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thank you!
A l l do n at i o n s r e c e i ve d Ap r il 1 2 0 1 5 – Mar c h 3 1 2 0 16

William Ackner
Milton and Marilyn Adams
Kristi and Lucien Agniel
Jon and Suzanne Alden
Sally Aldrich
Mark and Leah Allard
Joel and Lisa Alvord
Nancy and David Andersen
Richard Anderson
Charles and Pat Appleton
Peter and Rosanne Aresty
Richard Armstrong
Jane Ashley
Henry and Susan Ashworth
Sally Bachelder
Gretchen and Buddy Baker-Smith
Chris Baldwin and Sally Reyering
William Baptista
Anne Barnes
Buzzy and Dianne Baron
Yvonne Barr
David and Barbara Bates
Jack and Beverly Baughan
Philip Beauregard
Judy Beavan
Lin Beck and William Pardee
Russell Beede
John and Maureen Beiser
Teri Bienvenue
Peter and Susan Bigelow
Stefanie Blomquist
Caroline Bolter
David and Edith Borden
Chris Bosso
Ruth and David Bourns
Mary Lou Boutwell
Amy Brearley
Paul and Joan Brenckle
Richard and Barbara Brewer
Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Edward Brown and Judith Wolin
Gioia Browne
Carroll and Nancy Brownlee
Nils Bruzelius and Lynne Weil
Tim Bryant
Norman and Irene Buck

Elsie Buess
Jeff Bull and Marilyn Packard-Luther
John and Laurie Bullard
Phil and Christine Burgess
Anne Burkholder
Nick Burns and Libby Baylies
Susan Bush
Eunice Buxton
Cynthia Cabral
Cadmans Neck Improvement Association
Maureen Camara
Merlin Camozzi
Edward and Peggy Campion
Peter and Gaelen Canning
Whitney Chadwick
Barbara Chadwick
Phoebe Chardon
Leo and Amy Chausse
Nicholas and Meg Christ
Grace and Arthur Cintron
Robert Clifton
Nicole Cloutier Plante
David Cole and Betty Slade
Malcolm and Susan Collins
Tony and Sharon Connors
Lois Conway
Louisa Coughlin
Prairie Counce
James Coyne Jr.
Suze and Russ Craig
James and Edwina Cronin
Nancy Crosby
Carl Cruz
John and Paula Cummings, Jr.
Ingrid Davidge
Andrew Davis, Jr.
Lindsay Dearborn
Charles Deknatel
Dana Denault
James and Wendy Dorsey
Marcia Drumright
Donald and Jane Dufault
Jerome and Constance Dyer
Al Dyson
Richard Earle
James and Barbara Faria
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Robert and Pamela Faulkner
Eileen and Bradford Faxon
Christine Ferreira
Charles and Linda Findlay
Elizabeth Flemming
Steve Fletcher
Thomas Flynn
David Forney and Elizabeth Coxe
Ted Franklin
Jane Freed
Constance Gee
Melissa Gell
Howard and Laura Gifford
William and Claudia Gifford
Richard Gifford
Diane Gilbert
Gay Gillespie
William and Linda Glaser
Edward Goldberg
Robert and Beatrice Gormley
Antonio Gracia
Otto Gross and Patricia Borden
Carol and Gene Guay
Ralph and Calla Guild
Benjamin and Martha Guy
Toby and Jan Hall
Barbara Hanley
Bob Harding
Ann Harrer
Miriam Harrison
Russell and Jean Hart
Mark and Sally Harty
John and Corbin Harwood
June Hatfield
June Hebert
Anne Higginson
Ann Hogg
Rudy Hopfgarten
Anne Hopkins
Dawn Houlker
Selena Howard
Ed Howe
Jamen Howe
David Howe
Albert Howland
Cory Howland

With your support 400 plus people celebrated
the vibrant local culture of traditional craftsmanship showcased at our annual Artisan Fair.

Balance Sheet
September 30, 2015

ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking

$9,776

Accounts Receivable

$22,108

Other Current Assets

$792

Total Current Assets

$32,676

Other Assets
Sylvan Endowment

$51,730

Board Designated
Endowment

$295,815

Temporarily restricted
for Handy House

$203,621

Total Other Assets

$551,166

TOTAL ASSETS	

$583,842

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

$4,047

Net Assets

$579,795

TOTAL LIABILITIES
& NET ASSETS	

$583,842

Notes for financial statements
Financial statements compiled by Meyer,
Regan and Wilner CPA can be viewed on
our website www.wpthistory.org
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Andrew Isidoro
Nancy Janelle
Trintje Jansen
Barrett and Jackie Jennings
Janet Jones
Scott and Barbara Jones
David Jones
Norma Judson
John and Carolyn Kaiser
Sidney and Barbara Kaplan
Peter and Kate Kastner
Peter and Catharine Katzenbach
Foster Kay
Bob Kelley
Martin and Judith Kelly
Thomas and Suzanne Kendig
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Violet King
Cynthia King
Ronald Knapp
Caroline Knox
Barbara Koenitzer
Max Kohlenberg and Rebecca Minard
Robert and Naoko Kugler
Betty Kugler
James and Nancy Laird
Mary Ann Lamontagne
Donald and Katherine Larson
Robert Lawrence
Rud Lawrence
Sean Leach
Claude Ledoux
Florence Lees
Albert and Cindy Lees, III
John and Suzanne Lentini
Lucy Ann Lepreau
Diana Levy
Roy and Shirley Loiselle
Jane Loos
Thomas and Maryanne Lord
Richard Loring
Steven Lubar and Lisa Thoerle
Cornelius and Jane Lynch III
Peter MacDougall
Roger and Nancy MacKay
Carlton and Alice Macomber

Andrew Macomber
Dwight and Doris Magovern
Nancy Mailhot
Alan and Ruth Manchester
Sam Manley
Barbara Marcotte
Yvonne Marquis
Leo and Pat Marshall
Maury May
Gretchen McCrae
John and Carla McDermott
Jack McDermott
John McDonough
John and Kate McGonigle
Charles and Nancy McGrath
Stephen and Nancy McGuiness
Christopher Mckeon
Richard and Margaret McNally
Charlotte Metcalf
Joyce Micciantuono
Tony and Geraldine Millham
Trip and Dora Millikin
William Moncrief
Ann Moran
William and Leslie Morrison
Hugh and Diana Morton
Sanford and Barbara Moss
Joseph Mullaney
Elisabeth Mundel
Maureen Murray
Michael Musick
Joop and Ria Nagtegaal
Russell and Rebecca Nauta
Russell and Claire Nauta
Simon Newby
Grace Newcomer
Wally and Helga Nichols
Russ and Sue Oliveira
Noel and Linda Olsen
Jenny O’Neill
Elaine Ostroff
Suzanne Palmer
Paul Pannoni
Richard and Patricia Paul
Robert and Doris Peacor
Susanne and Richard Peck

Rosemary Pereira
Marguerite and John Perry
Barry and Janice Perry
Dick and Eleanor Phillips
Leonard and Mary Potter
Jonathan Potter
Sharon Potter
Andrea Powning
Robert Pozzo
Katherine Preston
Alexander Preston
Ron Price
Sharon Raposa
John and Camilla Raposa
Bill and Heather Reed
Dana Reed
Nathan Rego
Mary Ries
Samuel Riley and Kristie Furrow
Tom and Johanna Robinson
June Roche
Michael Rodrigues
Dennis and Ruth Rog
David and Christine Root
Robert and Carol Russell
Tanja Ryden
Doris Sanford
Paul and Tina Schmid
Tom and Kate Schmitt
Regina Schwarzenberg
Norma Sears
Martha Sears and Gary Baker
Laurette and Andrew Shabshelowitz
Ray and Susan Shaw
Philip Sheehan
Robert and Patricia Sieminski
Robert and Evelyn Simha
Kenneth and Marilyn Simon
Paul and Elizabeth Sittenfeld
Tom and Barbara Slaight
Martha Slaight
Tom Slaman and Ken Stone
Elvira Smith
John Smith
Barbara Smith
Richard and Mary Smith

Kendrick and Anne Snyder
Louise Soares
Paul and Terry Somerson
Richard and Lois Spirlet
Ann Squire
Clay and Clara Stites
Greg and Brenda Stone
Penny Straker
Philip and Linda Stubblefield
Garrett Stuck and Pamela Coravos
Michael and Martha Sullivan
Paul and Jean Sunderland
Jerry and Liz Sundheimer
Nancy Sutton
Emily Sutton
Henry and Judy Swan
Lydia Sweetser Gollner
Jeffrey and Linda Swope
Violet Sylvaria
Steven Syre and Laura Raposa
Barbara Szaro
Diana Taber
Paul Tamburello Jr.
Donald and Yvonne Taylor
Georgiana Thomas
Joan Thompson
Dewey and Katherine Thompson
Mark Thompson
Millicent Throop
Elizabeth Thurber
Ted Titcomb
David Tobias
Dorothy Tongue
Stephen Toro and Laura Bennett
William Tripp
Arline and Alvin Tripp
Lee Tripp
Arnold and Patricia Tripp
Valerie Tripp Gordon
Charles and Pamela Trippe
Marcia Truslow
William and Charlotte Underwood Jr.
Caroline Unruh
Henry and Janet Vaillant
Hilly van Loon
Inge and Wim Van Pelt
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Statement of Activities
October 1, 2014 - September 30, 2015

Income
Direct Public Support

$65,676

Event Revenue

$35,981

Grant Revenue

$1,900

Dividend & Interest Income

$8,398

Other Types of Income

$37,000

Sales of Merchandise

$2,299

Program Income

$1,317

Royalty Revenue

$83

Total Income

$152,654

Expense
Event Expense

$24,929

Contract Services

$19,490

Facilities and Equipment

$2,786

Utilities

$7,388

Operations
Program Expense

$10,098
$5,430

Other Types of Expenses

$10,394

Payroll Expenses

$73,301

Total Expense

$153,816

With your support Westport AP history classes
were able to visit the Handy House.

Neil and Sue Van Sloun
Douglas and Madeleine Vrona
Michael and Blair Walker
Russell and Pam Walters
Elizabeth Waring, Jr.
Keith and Susan Watson
Richard Weeks
David and Carin Wehrmeister
Bob Weiss
Eileen Wheeler Sheehan
Larry and Gretchen Whipple
Helen Whipple
Benjamin and Elizabeth White
Bob and Mary Ellen White
George Whitley
Barbara Wicks
Jack and Kristin Wilkinson
Catherine Williams
Anne Connors Winner
Kit Wise
Charlene Wood
Richard and Shirley Wordell
Ken Yokel
F o un dat i o n s

Guild Family Foundation
Howard Bayne Fund
Stearns Charitable Trust
Gran ts

Westport Cultural Council
Helen E. Ellis Charitable Trust
M atchi ng d o n at i o n s

AIG
IBM International Foundation
EMD Millipore Corporation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Donat ions in h onor

A VERY SPCECIAL THAN K YOU TO

The Charlene and David Howe
Foundation in honor of Ed Howe

Tim’s Lawn Care for keeping the Handy
House property looking beautiful!

Donat ions in memory

Donors to ou r collectio n

Hilly van Loon in memory of
Chip Gillespie

April 1 2015 – Ma rch 31 20 16

(details of donations to our collections are
published in our newsletter)

B us ine s ses

BayCoast Bank
Bradshaw Insurance
Country Woolens
CreditCardReviews.com
Douglas G. Vrona DMD TMJ Orthopedics
Even Keel Realty
Geraldine Millham Design
Gray’s Daily Grind
Grays Gristmill
Jack’s Landscape’n Inc.
Lees Wine and Spirits
Paquachuck Inn
Partners Village Store
Potter Funeral Home
RES Transport
Slocum Design Studio
South Coastal Realty LLC
Star Forge
Steel Dog
Tim’s Lawn Care
Westport Federal Credit Union
Whaling City Transit
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Anne Burkholder
Carol Brown
Paul Cavanaugh
Tony and Sharon Connors
George and Patricia Dean
Cecile Denadel
Norm Deschamps
Richard Donnelly
James and Barbara Faria
Brenda Figeurido
Charles and Linda Findlay
Howard and Laura Gifford
Anne Hopkins
Judy Lepreau Keller
Robert and Naoko Kugler
Claude Ledoux
Allen Manly
Nancy Mailhot
Peter Meggison
Elaine Ostroff
Dick and Eleanor Phillips
DeDee Shattuck
Ray and Susan Shaw
Henry and Judy Swan
Brenda Underhill
Bruce Wild

Support

local history

!

The Westport Historical Society is supported by donations
from individuals, foundations and businesses who care about
preserving the special heritage of Westport. In addition to joining
the Historical Society as a member, please consider these other
ways you can support our mission:
Contribu tions in h onor or memoria l gifts

Honor a friend or relative, commemorate a special anniversary
or mark the passing of a loved one with a contribution.
With your support over 200 intrepid parents and kids

Bequ ests

enjoyed the historically inspired Dr. Handy’s Ghastly

Leave a lasting legacy for the future by naming the Historical
Society as a beneficiary in your will.

Ghost Hunt this Halloween.

Corpora te ma tch ing gifts

Please check with your employer to see if they offer a matching
gift program.
Bu siness sponsorsh ips

The Historical Society offers local businesses many different
levels of sponsorship and recognition.

Thank you

to our businesses members for their support:

Attorney Dorothy P. Tongue P.C.
Baycoast Bank
Bradshaw Insurance
Country Woolens
Comfort of Touch
Credit Card Reviews
Drift Workroom Custom Sewing for Interiors
Even Keel Realty
Gray’s Daily Grind and Gray’s Gristmill
Geraldine Millham Design
Jack’s Landscaping and Lawn Service
Lees Market
Lees Wine and Spirits
Paquachuck Inn
Partners Village Store
Partners Insurance Group
Potter Funeral Home
Sisters of Solace
Slocum Design Studio
Southcoastal Realty
Shattuck Gallery
Tim’s Lawn Care
T.F. Morra Tree Care
Village Plumbing
Westport Federal Credit Union

15

westport historical society

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
STD PAID
Fall River MA
Permit No.323

25 drift road, po box n188, westport, ma 02790
Return Ser vice R equested

"

join us!

membership levels
r individual $20

Handy House … opening doorways

donation form

Donation $
Please use my/our gift where it is most needed r, or for the following project:

r family $35
contact information

r contributing $70
r sustaining $200

donor name	email

r special gift $

contact person (if donor is an organization)	email

Please make check payable to and mail to:

street/po box		phone

westport historical society
25 drift road, po box n188
westport, ma 02790

city	state	zip

r (please make checks payable to Westport Historical Society)
r Visa r Mastercard r Amex

Check enclosed
OR charge my
card number

name

expiration date
address
print name of card holder
city

state

signature

To donate securities or stocks or to make a pledge, please contact Jenny O’Neill
at the Westport Historical Society at 508-636-6011.

phone

email

zip

thank you!

Please list donation in publications as a gift from:
Mail to:

Westport Historical Society, PO Box N188, Westport MA 02790

